and hypotheses both submitted spontaneously and invited. The keynote will be interdisciplinary crossfertilization.
This first volume leans rather heavily towards acute nonlymphocytic leukaemia and this is reasonable since, although relatively rare, this group of diseases has proved therapeutically intractable. The topics include colony production, human B lymphocyte antigens, chromosome aberrations and prognosis, the heterogeneity of human leukaemic cell lines, the use of bone marrow transplantation, chemotherapy and an excellent review of acute granulocytic leukaemia by Gunz & Vincent.
The editors are from Copenhagen and the consultant editors are Jean Bernard and Eugene P Cronkite, with an equally distinguished editorial board. This journal deserves our best wishes for a successful future even though one hopes that the need for such a journal will eventually disappear with the development of 'curative' treatment for leukaemia.
R HARRIS

Director
Department of Medical Genetics
University of Manchester This impressive volume of twenty-six chapters by twenty-four authors offers a series of reviews up to 1975, with some work from 1976, on the physiology and pathology of haemostasis. The management of haemostatic disorders is purposely excluded as being adequately covered elsewhere; and the editors acknowledge omission of formal discussion on prothrombin, DIC and platelet pathology. Otherwise, the coverage is comprehensive and the topics are dealt with in detail and at an advanced level with extensive citation. The approach is predominantly biochemical; and the major emphasis is in the fields of fibrinogen, plasminogen, their interaction and derivatives and related matters; here the book is encyclopaedic. In addition, there are wide ranging reviews of haemostasis; and a number of chapters by several contributors are devoted to platelets, factors V, VIII and the K-dependent factors, which will be of value to many workers.
There is a good index, and section headings are listed at the beginning of each chapter; but rapid reference is somewhat impeded by the lack of running heads either of author or chapter title, so that one does not immediately know where the book has been opened. A striking feature is the scatter of short chapters (often by the editors) neatly plugging small gaps between the major contributions. The editors are to be congratulated both on their perception of the range of subjects to be covered and on the cohesion of the whole book. 'Haemostasis' is likely to remain a major source of information on published work, especially for the decade 1965-75, and can be warmly recommended. This is an American multi-author book written for medical students, interns and residents. It covers the general principles of tumour growth. spread effect and diagnosis, and the methods by which tumours are treated, including surgery, radiotherapy and chemotherapy. Tumours at individual sites are then considered, with details of their management.
GI CINGRAM
Professor of Experimental Haematology
The book does not give enough detailed information for the specialist but it is a useful introductory book for those beginning a training in oncology. It is profusely illustrated with anatomical drawings, pictures of pathological specimens and illustrations of surgical procedures. There are tables of suggested guidelines for the follow up of patients. Each chapter has numerous references and there is a comprehensive index.
Some of the treatment schemes are not those usualIy. followed in the United Kingdom, for exa~ple retroperitoneal lymph node dissection in testlul ar tumours is not generally used.
R~dlotherapy
for skin malignancy is not usually rejected on account of its higher cost! This book will be a useful addition to the libraries of departments dealing with malignant disease, where its emphasis on the multidisciplinary approach will be especially valuable.
ELIZABETH GROSCH
Consultant Radiotherapist
Mount Vernon Hospital This book will appeal to all those with a responsibility to patients with malignant disease who require a convenient source of reference to the various methods of treatment in current use in leading centres. The emphasis is on combined modality therapy as wellas chemotherapy, and the results that have been obtained.
VICTOR BLOOM
Editor
Progress in Clinical and Biological Research, vol 9. Membranes and Neoplasia: New Approachesand Strategies. Vincent T Marchesi (ed) pp 286 $35 Alan R Liss 1976 Previous volumes in this series have contained much to stimulate and inform the clinician but the present volume is clearly aimed at the research worker. It contains the proceedings ofa conference sponsored by the National Cancer Institute held in May 1976at Keystone, Colorado.
No one would now dispute the importance of membrane properties in determining the phenotypic characteristics of cancer cells. The papers collected together in this book cover this area in great detail and are divided into five sections, corresponding to the five sessions held at the conference: exogenous factors; receptors; antigens I and II; molecular topography and surface components; and cell adhesion and attachment.
The contributions are largely research papers such as might be found (and, lightly disguised, probably are) in standard scientificjournals. It is however convenient to have them grouped together in this way.They provide fascinating insights into the development of our understanding of the structure and function of membranes both in normal and abnormal cells.As such the book must be required reading for anyone interested in the tumour cell.
BA BRIDGES
Director M RC Cell Mutation Unit
University ofSussex This issue consists of a series of authoritative reviewson topics selected from endocrinology and the respiratory and cardiovascular systems. The chemistry of lipotropins is explained with their structural relationship to adrenocorticotrophic hormone (ACfH), melanocyte-stimulating hormone (MSH) and secretin; but it is perhaps a reflectionof the pace of research in this field that there is no mention of endorphins or enkephalins. The division of function between follicle-stimulating hormone (FSH) and luteinizing hormone (LH) (interstitial cell-stimulating hormone (ICSH» in controlling androgen production and spermatogenesis is analysed. A review of the structure-activity relationships of analogues of thyroxine concludes with the definition of a hypothetical receptor for the hormone.
A comprehensive review of methods for investigating respiratory function provides a practical guide for those designing experiments. This is
